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Dr. SEKI Kansai

Dr. SEKI Kansa1 (1830-1912) was born in Chiba prefecture and
studied western medicine 1n Nagasaki. He learned from a Dutch
Navy doctor, JLC Pompe van Meerdervoot (1829-1908) and

published ‘“Shichi-shinnyaku (Seven new medicine)” concerning

the latest pharmaceuticals.
He was 1nvited to Awa clan as the professor of medical
school. When Boshin war was begun 1n 1868, he was pointed out

the president of the Ou hospital in Tohoku district, accompanied

with high evaluation of adequate management and treatment of all
soldiers. Returning to Awa clan 1n 1970, he was involved 1n the
establishment of new medical school and actual medical practice in
the central city for 30 years. His philosophy included various
activities, such as vaccine, cold water bathing, preventive medicine

and epidemiology. His publication “Laundry of human life” was

printed 1n 4 editions and presented to the Meiji Emperor and
Empress.
At 72 years old, he quitted medical practice and went to

Hokkaido for pioneering cold land for agriculture. He sympathized

with Tolstoy’s philosophy seeking for i1deal farmer world, without

successful result. A bust of Kansai has been installed on the

promenade along the waterfront nearby this headquarter office of
Tokushima University. Dr. SEKI seemed to expect the development

and future of Tokushima's medicine and medical care.





