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Dr. KAGAWA Gen’etsu

Dr. KAGAWA Gen’etsu (1700-1777) worked active in Kyoto and

was appointed as the Awa clan doctor. He published his supreme

work “The Obstetrics research of actual labor” (4 volumes)”, which
was a completion of his enormous clinical experience. This book
was translated into Dutch and introduced to the European medical

community.

His greatest medical achievement was the discovery of normal

fetal presentation. He was the first in the world to discover and

discuss that the fetus 1s upper buttocks and lower neck”. As a
matter of fact, “after Sth month of pregnancy, the fetus becomes fist

size and always assumes a posture of tilting its head backwards."

Furthermore, KAGAWA performed the first obstetric surgery
in Japan called the regenerative method using metal apparatus,
which saved the lives of many pregnancy women. His disciples
succeeded KAGAWA method Obstetrics in late Edo period.
Consequently, KAGAWA Gen’etsu has been highly evaluated to be

one of the supreme doctors in Obstetrics worldwide.





