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Effects and Challenges of Online Career Education Class as a Communities of Practice
—— Based on a Model of Social Interaction —

Sachiko MORITA! Seigo NASU 2
1l Center for General Student Support, Kochi University
2 School of Economics & Management, Kochi University of Technology

Abstract: This study aims fo clarify the effect and process of online career education classes as communities of
practice on the career development of university students based on a model of social interaction. The results of
the study showed that even a short-term online community of practice has a strong effect on students’ career
development. In addition, the following three points were identified as processes that have an effect on students’
career development. (1) Social skills are enhanced by accumulating improvements based on advice from
masters in multiple communities of practice, (2) Sense of role fulfilment in a group is enhanced by clarifying and
completing one's own role in interaction with others, and (3) Explore opportunities related to learning and career
is fostered by finding a new "axis" for choosing a profession by referring to the role one has played in the
community and the future vision of others. At the end of this paper, we propose some challenges and solutions
of online career education which we found in the interview survey.

(Keywords: communities of practice, online, career education, social interaction)
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