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Current status and issues on the cooperation between public nature center and universities
based on facility usage and activity data over the past ten years

Yushu TASHIRO and Haruna MATSUDA
Sanagochi Nature Center

Abstract: Over the past decade, bidirectional science communication between citizens and universities and
has become more important than ever for better dissemination of research findings. In this study, we have
investigated current status of cooperation between a public nature center focusing on nature and
environment oufreach activity and universities to identify issues in facilitating bidirectional science
communication through their collaboration. Based on the usage and activity dafta of Sanagochi Nature Center
for the past ten years, cooperated approach that regarded each other as complementary partners and
educational resources for oufreach activities was first seen in 2005 when outreach activities became
mandatory for researchers. However, such relationships were constructed based on personal connections, and
were not sublimated info inifiative collaboration among the public facilities and universities. To create
cooperation based on inter-institutional relationship, utilizations of nature centers and similar facilities as
gathering place in assisting regional revitalization and bio-resource management on regular basis was
considered being an effective approach.

(Key words: cooperation between a public facility and universities, outreach activity, regional revitalization,
educational resource, nature center)
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