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Abstract:

This paper explores the current location of ‘lifelong learning’ within the framework of Higher Education
Policy in Europe by overviewing European approaches to Lifelong Learning issues since the early post-war years,
as well as the development of European higher education policy since the 1970s. It is followed by a brief
illustration of some challenges conducted by the European University Continuing Education Network (EUCEN)
for developing the lifelong learning dimension of higher education institutions in Europe and current EU policy
tfowards University Lifelong Learning.

It is pointed out that issues of lifelong learning have not been seriously touched upon throughout the
current higher education policy in Europe, though its necessity has been widely recognized within the overall
political debates on education and fraining. Nevertheless, recent political debates and statistics have shown

that adult learning has been drawing attention in recent years and the university has therefore to consider how
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and to what extent it should open its door to adult learners in response to the urgent need for fostering a

‘Europe of Knowledge'.
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